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Reasons for Allowance 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Claims 1,7, 14 and 20 as amended are allowable over the prior art of record. 
Support for the newly added limitations in the above claims can be found on page 13, 
lines 9-24 and page 14, lines 1-2. 

Regarding to claims 1 and 14, none of the prior art of record taken alone or in 
combination thereof shows a first attachment device of a first knife comprising a first 
plate and a third plates each having an opening and the openings of the two plates 
aligned with each other for receiving a protrusion on a second plate of a second 
attachment device of a second knife, and wherein the protrusion can only be inserted 
into the openings of the first plate and the third plate when the second plate is at an 
angle with respect to the first plate and the third plate, and wherein after the protrusion 
has been inserted into the openings of the first plate and the third plate, and while the 
protrusion resides in the openings of the first plate and the third plate, the second plate 
can be put into alignment with respect to the first plate and the third plate by rotating the 
second plate with respect to the first and the third plates until the second plate becomes 
aligned with respect to the first and third plates. 

Regarding to claims 7 and 20, the combination of Schaub (U.S. Patent No. 
4,908,947) and Boiling (U.S. Patent No. 2,456,858) as set forth in the last Office action 
shows the opening in the first plate of the first attachment device having a first 
substantially rectangular portion, a substantially circular portion and a second 
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substantially rectangular portion, and wherein the opening receives a protrusion formed 
on a second plate of a second attachment device. However, once the protrusion is 
inserted into the opening at an angle (i.e. 0 degrees), one cannot rotate the second 
plate with respect to the first plate until the second plate becomes aligned with respect 
to the first plate. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Prior Art Citation 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Tsai shows attaching two knife blades together by inserting a protrusion (3) on a 
first knife blade (2) into an opening (11,111) formed in a second knife blade (1 ), wherein 
the protrusion (3) can only be inserted into the opening (11,111) when the first knife 
blade (2) is at an angle with respect to the second knife blade (1 ), and then rotating the 
first knife blade (2) with respect to the second knife blade (1 ) for attaching the two knife 
blades together. 
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Point of Contact 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hwei-Siu C. Payer whose telephone number is 571 -272- 
451 1 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 7:00 am to 
4:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Allan N. Shoap can be reached on 571-272-4514. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 571-273-8300 
for official communications and 571-273-451 1 for proposed amendments. 



H Payer 
July 8. 2005 




